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Letters to the Editors 





Where Is the Will of the Church Found? 





Assembly vs. Presbyteries 


To the Editors: 

As a member of the 1947 Assembly I 
wish to congratulate you on your “Dval- 
vation of the 87th Assembly” (June 23). 
It was not complimentary to the comnis- 
sioners, but we deserved that evaluation. 

The chief purpose of this letter is to 
urge you to stress during this year, as 
a matter of education, one point men- 
tioned in that editorial. I refer to the 
fact that getting the vote of the presby- 
teries is not nearly so democratic as a 
vote in the General Assembly. Over and 
over in the Assembly we heard the plea: 
“Let’s get the will of the people by send- 
ing it to the presbyteries. Let’s be demo- 
cratic.” JI find that there are nine pres- 
byteries whose combined membership is 
only 9,511. On the other hand, Mecklen- 
burg Presbytery has 21,886 members. Yei 
in all the matters sent down to the pres- 
byteries those nine presbyteries, with less 
than half as many members, will have 
nine times as many votes as Mecklenburg 
Presbytery. If that is democracy it is 
the Georgia-Talmadge variety of demo- 
eracy. 

Moreover, a vote by presbyteries does 
not even give a fair picture of the sen- 
timent in a particular presbytery. For ex- 
ample, it is possible that in this year 
Meckienburg Presbytery might vote 
against its own overture to withdraw 
from the Federal Council. It voted twice 


last year, I understand, once “for” and 
once “against” the Federal Council. I 
hope the “fors” will prevail this year! 


But if they should, then the total vote 
of the presbytery would be in favor of 
the Council, whereas in the General As- 
sembly their twelve votes can be divided. 

I hope that, as the votes of the presby- 
teries come in this year, you will keep 
the church informed not only on the vote 
by presbyteries but as to the number of 
members represented on both sides. I 
should like to see that done, even if the 
majority of the small presbyteries should 
vote in such a way as to give the advan- 
tage to those who hold views similar to 
mine. In any case such publicity would 
prove the wisdom of our church law in 
making the General Assembly the final 
and official judge in such matters. 


LOCKE WHITE. 
Raphine, Va. 


Railroad Business? 


To the Editors: 

One aspect of the last General Assem- 
bly has disturbed me very much, Before 
the Assembly met, I had received, as had 
other commissioners, from a Mississippi 
railroad half a dozen communications, 
signed by the vice-president, condemning 
any connection of our church with the 
Federal Council of Churches. Now, aside 
from the question as to what business 
this is of this railroad or indeed any 
other corporation, and aside from the fact 
that several’ previous Assemblies have 
condemned such propagandizing of com- 
missioners, what strikes me is the unfair- 
ness of the procedure. On the floor of 
the Assembly speakers were limited to 
five minute, while it would require at 
least an hour to read the literature I re- 
ceived on one side of the question. Is 
this fair? Isn’t it “striking below the 
belt”? : 

In another recent Assembly discussing 
the same matter; after the question had 
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been called and the debate closed, the 
privilege of the floor was given to an 
ex-Moderator, who spoke—if I remember 
correctly—twenty-five minutes, with no 
opportunity of rejoinder (and there might 
have been a-plenty). It seems to me 
that these methods and some others of the 
opponents of the Federal Council smack 
more of politics than religion, but I do 
not know what we can do about it. We 
can only hope that they will not be intro- 
duced into our presbyteries when the 
question comes up for consideration. 
JAS. LEWIS HOWE. 

Lexington, Va. 


Schism in the Church 


To the Editors: 

It is extremely disturbing to learn 
that a “well-organized, well-financed, de- 
termined minority” has played an influen- 
tial part in the proceedings of the recent 
meeting of our General Assembly, partic- 
ularly since the minority group was al- 
legedly prepared for the part it was to 
play. When speaking of the minority, does 
the letter to the editors and the editorial 
in THE OUTLOOK (June 23) refer to the 
very zealous Continuing Church Commit- 
tee? 

With the vital matter of reunion now 
before our presbyteries for study, I wish 
to call attention to the Rules of Disci- 
plines, chapter VIII, paragraph 227, con- 
cerning process in case of schism. The 
doctrinal tradition of our church founded 
upon Scripture, stated in The Westmin- 
ster Confession of Faith, and preserved 
in The Book of Church Order embrace the 
principles of unity in spirit, and peace and 
purity in organization in the church. Any 
group that endeavors to maintain a 
schism in the church is thoroughly out 
of harmony with the orthodox doctrine 
of the church and recreant to our church 
law. 

Our presbyteries must not close their 
eyes to this kind of opposition. They 
dare not allow such unethical activities 
to continue unexposed. They must shun 
the danger of permitting the Body of 
Christ to remain “dismembered.” 

lL. J. TESTA. 
Washington, D. C. 
(See Dr. Rian’s article, page 5.) 


Tradition of the Elders 


To the \Editors: 

Is it sinful to eat with “unwashen 
hands”? In the times of Jesus, evidently 
the scribes thought so, as they brought 
this question to him as a “poser,” for such 
a practice was clearly in contravention 
of the “tradition of the elders.” . But in 
the clear light of the reply from Jesus, 
such a question vanished; never again to 
be raised except as a question of hygiene. 
The main question nowadays is what can 
we get to eat? 

As our church is now formally faced 
with the question of union with the 
Northern Church, it seems to many to be 
a most serious question—even a matter 
of life and death for our church. For 
doesn’t this plan envision a number of 
changes differing from teachings carefully 
formulated by venerated leaders like Dab- 
ney or Thornwell or Hodge? Names now 
so venerated as to be almost sacred? 

With all seriousness to you brethren 
who are so alarmed, let me make apolo- 
gies for ‘seeming to treat your views 
lightly, but let me ask you calmly to re- 
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think your views, and ask yourselves if 
you are not making your “tradition of 
the elders” almost on a level with Scrip- 
ture? Thereby are you not hindering the 
proper spiritual nourishment of the 
church for matters of lesser value? 
R. E. McALPINE. 

Hampton, Va. 


‘*Final Editor’’ 


To the Editors: 

If a publication bearing the name of the 
USA Presbyterian Church should state 
that some of the books of the Bible were 
put together by an incompetent bungler 
and are obviously in need of amendation, 
many would seize upon it as a reason 
against reunion, congratulating them- 
selves that they had at least one jour- 
nal under Southern skies that upheld the 
dignity and authority of the Scriptures. 

But what do they think of the June 2 
issue of the Southern Presbyterian Jour- 
nal, page 17? In discussing “Who killed 
Goliath?” it is stated that the “final edi- 
tor (of II Samuel) . . . must have been 
a rather incompetent man. Instead of 
smoothing out the difficulties he simply 
allowed them to remain.” 

The next paragraph states that “the 
text in Chronicles is in need of amenda- 
tion.” 

This “final editor” has been used by the 
Modernists for a long time but is it not 
something new to find him in the columns 
of The Journal? 

Turning back to the headlines we find 
that the author of the above statements 
is a professor in a seminary that has been 
often spoken of as the last fortress of 
Orthodoxy. In a later paragraph he re- 
marks natively that he is amazed “at the 
glib and cavalier manner in which some 
declare that they find contradictions in 
Samuel.” 

T. B. GRAFTON. 
Vicksburg, Miss. 


Treasurer of Negro Work 


To the Editors: 

I continue to get many requests for 
instruction concerning the treasurer of 
the Assembly’s Committee on Negro Work. 
I would appreciate it if you would an- 
nounce through the pages of your paper 
that all checks for Negro Work should 
be made payable to Assembly’s Committee 
on Negro Work, and sent to 36 Hunter 
Street, S. W., Atlanta 3, Ga. 

ALEX. R. BATCHELOR, 
Treasurer. 


Scholarship Opportunity 


To the Editors: 

A few years ago a scholarship fund was 
established to enable qualified persons to 
pursue graduate studies in Duke Univer- 
sity on a part-time basis and at the same 
time direct the organized activities of 
Presbyterian students on the campus. As 
chairman of the advisory council of the 
Duke University Westminster Fellowship 
I should be glad to hear from any min- 
ister, Director of Religious Education, or 
other interested person who would like to 
take advantage of this opportunity for 
graduate work in a distinguished uni- 
versity for graduate work in a distin- 
guished university and also contribute to 
the religious development of the Pres- 
byterian students enrolled in the various 
departments of the university. Commu- 
nications should be addressed to 

DWIGHT M. CHALMERS, 
Chairman Advisory Council of Duke 
University Westminster Fellowship. 
1012 Green Street, 
Durham, N. C. 


at the postoffice at Richmond, 
Room 307, 403 
Foreign postage $1 extra. 
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Delegates to Oslo 
Convention Sail On 


Marine ‘Jumper’ 
State Department Provides Ship 


For World Meeting in Norway 


Geneva (RNS)—The U. S. State De- 
partment has made available a military 
transport, the ‘Marine Jumper,’ to 
bring American delegates to the second 
World Conference of Christian Youth, 
which opens at Oslo, 
Norway, on July 22, 


it was announced 
here at conference 
headquarters. The 


ship will sail June 30, 
stopping over at Ply- 
mouth, England, and 
arriving at Oslo on 
July 11. 

Acco mmodations 
will ve available for 
324 young men and women and their 
leaders. The ‘‘Marine Jumper’’ and a 
similar vessel, the ‘‘Marine Tiger,” will 
make four round trips this summer in 
exchanges of youth and teachers. The 
largest group will go to Oslo. Other 
delegations of Americans will visit 
France and England. 

It was also announced that a char- 
tered plane will bring most of the 
Chinese delegation to the Oslo Confer- 
ence. The plane is a special craft used 
by Lutheran missions for quick trans- 
port of their missionaries in Asia. It 
will leave Shanghai July 2, carrying all 
the 39 Chinese representatives, except a 
few already in Europe. 

Present expectations are that about 
1,500 young people, including 15 from 
Germany and a small group from Yugo- 
slavia, will attend the conference. 
Registrations have already been re- 
ceived from over fifty nations. 

The roster of speakers for the confer- 
ence has been completed by an accept- 
ance from Greek Orthodox Metropolitan 
Panteleimon, of Edhessa, Greece. The 
metropolitan will preach the sermon 
during celebration of the Orthodox 
Liturgy preceding formal opening of the 
conference on July 22. 

C. Ellis Nelson, Southern Presby- 
terian youth director, was to arrange for 
the American Presbyterian party going 
over. This includes from the Southern 
Presbyterians: Charles Turner (S. C.), 
Harry Smith (Texas), Mary Starke Hig- 
ginbotham (Va.). 





Ellis Nelson 





MONTREAT 


Big Season Starts Big 





Nobody doubted that the 1947 meet- 
ing of the Presbyterian Educational As- 
sociation of the South at Montreat was 
the best in its distinguished history. 
Chancellor Robert M. Hutchins of the 
University of Chicago made it; that is, 
Chancellor Hutchins plus a panel. 


The panel included three deans: J. 
M. Godard, Queens College; Philip 
Davidson, Vanderbilt; James I. McCord, 
Austin Seminary; two _ presidents: 
Martha s. Grafton, Mary Baldwin; 
Frank P. Graham, UNC; Chancellor R. 
B. House, UNC; and Elton Trueblood. 


Each morning after the Hutchins ad- 
dresses this hard-hitting battery of edu- 
cators called the Chicago leader to task 
on his statements of the night before 
with no holds barred. Nothing to match 
this performance in interest and wide- 
awake appeal has been seen at Montreat 
before. With his summons to a real 
emphasis on liberal education, Hutchins 
spared no pains in showing that few if 
any American colleges are serious in 
their present educational efforts. In 
view of impending catastrophe for the 
world they must become serious. (Gen- 
erous excerpts from his addresses will 
appear in these columns.) 


The Association voted 57-24 its ‘“‘un- 
equivocal opposition’? to any plan for 
peacetime compulsory military training; 
it applauded with enthusiasm when 
President Frank P. Graham of the Uni- 
versity of North Carolina gave a ringing 
challenge for Presbyterian reunion (see 
box, page 7). 


Elton Trueblood, well known writer 
and teacher, led student workers in 
formal and informal discussions—and 
in a memorable service of silence (he is 
a Quaker). Winburn Thomas, student 
volunteer leader, challenged them with 
physical needs the world around. 

President Hunter B. Blakely is the 
Association’s new president, with S. B. 
Hay, Auburn, Ala., vice-president and 
chairman of the student work group. 
Wade H. Boggs is secretary-treasurer; 
David L. Stitt is chairman of the As- 
sembly’s advisory committee on educa- 
tion; B. R. Lacy heads the theological 
seminaries’ section, G. T. Gillespie, 
senior colleges, L. F. Kinney, Bible 
teachers, James L. Vaughn, university 
and college professors, 


Christian Century 
Takes Up Charges of 


Spellman at Fordham 


Denies That ‘Attack’ Is Being 


Made on RC Church, but Warns. . . 


Chicago (RNS)—The Christian Cen- 
tury, non-denominational Protestant 
weekly, denied in its current issue a 
charge by Francis Cardinal Spellman 
Catholic Archbishop of New York, that 
the magazine is leading an attack on the 
Roman Catholic Church in connection 
with the recent Supreme Court decision 
in the New Jersey bus case. 

Asserting that there is no attack being 
made on the Roman Catholic Church, 
the magazine said in an editorial: 

“There is, however, the beginning of 
a spirited defense against certain ag- 
gressive policies by which Roman Catho- 
lics are trying to get for their church 
certain special advantages from the gov- 
ernment. In that defense, The Chris- 
tian Century is glad to play its part. 

“If Cardinal Spellman sees fit to con- 
sider that resistance to any program 
initiated by the hierarchy is equivalent 
to an attack upon the Roman Catholic 
Church, he is creating an anti-Catholic 
movement by definition, and he can 
easily bring on a real one. 


There Is No Fight—Now 


“If Cardinal Spellman really wants an 
anti-Catholic fight, he can have one. 
There is none now of any serious sort, 
and there will be none unless he and 
his cohorts continue the policy which he 
illustrated so strikingly in his speech 
at the Fordham University commence- 
ment. The gist of that speech is that 
Protestants are waging a crusade of 
bigotry against the Roman Catholic 
Church, with The Christian Century 
spearheading the attack.” 

The Christian Century asserted that 
“even a Roman Catholic layman is with- 
in his rights if he opposes the use of 
public money for the maintenance of 
Catholic schools or for transporting 
pupils to them.”’ 

“If he does so,’’ the magazine added, 
‘he will doubtless be subjected to strong 
pressure to make him change his mind 
or keep silent, but he will not be at- 
tacking the church. Protestants have 
the same right. 

“There will not be any ‘crusade 
against the Roman Catholic Church’ 
unless its leaders, like Cardinal Spell- 
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man, go on denouncing as anti-Catholic 
‘bigotry’ and ‘bias’ every criticism of 
Catholic procedure or every word of op- 
position to Catholic demands for special 
privileges.”’ 


Cincinnati School Trouble 
Seems Near Settlement 


Cincinnati (RNS)—The suburban 
North College Hill school controversy, 
involving state aid for a parochial school 
taken into the public school system, 
apears well on the way to permanent 
settlement. 

Accepting a challenge twice put by the 
two Protestant minority Board of Edu- 
cation members, for all five board mem- 
bers to resign, the three Catholic ma- 
jority members have done so and oper- 
ation of the school system is now in 
the hands of local Probate Court Judge 
Chase M. Davies. 

All five members resigned at a regular 
meeting of the board, the majority stat- 
ing they were doing so “for the best in- 
terests of the school and community.” 

In taking the system, 
Judge Davies called upon residents of 
the suburb to observe ‘“‘neighborly and 


over school 
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friendly attitudes toward one another.” 
The court indicated a special election 
to name new board members would not 
be held now because of the proximity of 
the November elections and the expense 
of special balloting. It was believed that 
a taxpayer’s suit, to test legality of the 
inclusion of the Catholic school in the 
public school system, would be pressed 
to settle the long-standing issue. 
Marking the heated controversy of the 
last three months were a student strike, 
and wholesale resignation of teachers. 
The school system also was blacklisted 
by the National Education Association 


Protestant Mission Leaders in 

Important Canada Conference 

York (RNS)—More than 100 
churchmen from 41 countries—the most 
representative gathering the Protestant 
mission leaders ever held in North 
America—will meet at Whitby, Canada, 


New 





July 5-18, for the first full conference 


of the International Missionary Coun- 


cil since 1939. 


The sessions are expected to attract 


special liaison representatives from the 


World Council of Churches, the World’s 





The Triumph in India 


By REINHOLD NIEBUHR 





NLY SEVERAL MONTHS AGO 
Q the situation seemed hopeless in 
India. The Hindus and the Mos- 
lems were incapable of achieving any 
kind of accord, and the resentment of 
both groups against Britain was such 
that British influence appeared in- 
capable of resolving the Indian puzzle 
and of averting a civil war. 
Then Britain announced that it would 


quit India in June, 1948, no matter 
what the situation at that time might 
be. Winston Churchill fumed and 


spluttered and accused the British gov- 
ernment of ‘‘scuttling’’ its responsibili- 
ties. The casual observers throughout 
the world sadly wagged their heads over 
the decline of the British empire. 

Yet it was this act of renunciation 
which changed the whole outlook in 
India. The two parties in India could 
no longer obscure their own political 
ineptitudes by drumming up hatred 
against the imperial power. They had 
to face the issues. 

One issue was that India had become 
in effect two nations rather than one, 
with not sufticient mutual accord be- 
tween the two to preserve unity, once 
the imperial power was withdrawn. The 
other issue was whether civil strife be- 
tween these two communities could be 
prevented. Was the freedom of India, 
so long and so fervently desired, to be 
drowned in blood? 

When the outlook seemed hopeless 
Britain suggested a plan for the par- 
tition of India. The plan provides that 
both Hindustan and Pakistan will re- 
main Dominions until they specifically 


renounce their Dominion status. Both 
sides accepted the plan, and in a mo- 
ment the outlook for peace in India 
brightened immeasurably. How did 
such a sudden change come about? 

Undoubtedly the prospect of civil war 
had sobered the factions in India. But 
that prospect had contronted them for 
some time and did not seem to deter 
them from plunging toward disaster. 

The whole change was effected pri- 
marily by the fact that Britain’s re- 
nunciation of power over India had 
given it sufficient moral authority to im- 
pose a plan, which it could not impose 
by power. The British renunciation had 
created a new atmosphere of mutual 
trust which made a solution possible. 

We ought not draw the conclusion 
from this interesting bit of cheering con- 
temporary history that politics can be 
carried on without power. That would 
be to deny the complexity and the moral 
ambiguity of the political order. But 
we may well draw the conclusion that 
power alone cannot solve any political 
problem and that, in the final instance, 
the moral element in authority is more 
primary than the coercive element. 

In this tragic world it is rather thrill- 
ing to come upon this contemporary 
proof of the validity of the law which 
Jesus put in the words: ‘‘Whosoever 
seeketh to gain his life will lose it, but 
whosoever loseth his life will find it.’’ 
That law has frequently been justified 
in personal relations. But here is a 
case of its validation in the collective 
and political life of nations. 

(Copyright, 1947, by RNS) 
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Sunday School Association, the World’s 
Student Christian Federation, and the 
World’s YMCA and YWCA. 

Basic purpose of the conference will 
be to ‘‘re-examine fundamental mission- 
ary principles and policies in the light 
of past experience and changing con- 
ditions and to seek a plan of action for 
the whole missionary enterprise that 
will enable both the ;ounger and older 
churches to go forward together with 
renewed vision and fresh confidence in 
their common task—the winning of 
mankind for Christ.” 

According to Leland S. Albright, as- 
sistant secretary of the International 
Missionary Council, ‘‘attention will be 
given to political, social, and cultural 
changes as they bear upon evangelism, 
and to trends of government policy 
which influence the prospects of re- 
ligious liberty and the relations of the 
church with the state in the educational, 
medical and other fields of Christian 
activity.” 

Among major topics to be discussed 
at Whitby will be the problem of ‘‘or- 
phaned missions’ which have been cut 
off from their home base since the war, 
religious liberty issues in various 
nations, and the recruiting, training and 
support of Christian workers overseas. 

There will be many delegates from 
foreign lands. 





EDITORS’ NOTE—According to our 
information, the only Southern Pres- 
byterian invited to this meeting is Frank 
W. Price, of China. 


Growth of Christianity on 
Okinawa Reported by Hopkins 

New York (RNS)—A program of “‘re- 
ligious infiltration,’ launched on Oki- 
nawa by a handful of native Christians, 
may eventually result in the conversion 
to Christianity of most of the island’s 
580,000 population, according to Gar- 
iand E. Hopkins, associate secretary of 
the board of missions of the Methodist 
Church. 

Speaking at a meeting here of the 
Okinawa Committee of the Foreign Mis- 
sions Conference of North America, Dr. 
Hopkins described the Okinawa project 
as a “pattern of Christian advance 
which may well be an example tor all 
postwar missionary endeavor.”’ 

Dr. Hopkins, who recently returned 
from a four-month trip through the Far 
East, said there were only ten Protestant 
congregations on the island before the 
war. 

“Today there are more than 30, all 
united in the Okinawa Christian Asso- 
ciation, which initiated the program. 
The few hundred believers and sym- 
pathizers of pre-war days have been fol- 
lowed by thousands eager to learn about 
Christianity,’’ Dr. Hopkins said. 

He added that Toyama Seiken, lay 
leader of Okinawa’s pre-war Christian 
community and an organizer of the 
Christian Association, estimates that 
half the population is now “seriously 
considering conversion.”’ 
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@ A brave word of warning against schism in the Church of Jesus Christ; 
a tremendous challenge to the urgency of Presbyterian reunion 


Why I Am Re-entering the Ministry of the 
Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A. 


By EDWIN H. RIAN 


On Tuesday, June 10, Philadelphia Presbytery received 
into its membership upon confession of error and by re- 
ordination, Edwin H. Rian, field secretary of Westminster 
Seminary (Orthodox Presbyterian) from 1931 to 1944 and 
president of the seminary’s trustees from 1937 to 1946. 

Dr. Rian, with seven other ministers, helped to organize 
the Independent Board of Missions in 1933 and the Ortho- 
dox Presbyterian Church in 1936. Because they refused 
to obey the order of their General Assembly with respect 
to membership on the Independent board, the seven, led 
by J. Gresham Machen, were deposed from the Presbyterian, 
USA, ministry in 1936. 

Now, out of long study of the Scriptures and of Calvin's 
Institutes, Dr. Rian, convinced of his error, has appeared 
before Philadelphia Presbytery and has made the statement 
which appears on these pages. By unanimous vote, the pres- 
bytery granted his request and welcomed him into the minis- 
try of his mother church. 

The statement as it appears here was published first 
in The Presbyterian of Philadelphia.—EDITORS. 


(WYHE DECISION to re-enter the ministry of the Presby- 
terian Church in the USA after eleven years of sepa- 
ration has been the most difficult and heart-searching 

of my life. It has been made after months and months 

of deep thought, careful study of the Scriptures and agoniz- 
ing of soul. The process which led me to this judgment 
was a slow and painful experience filled with disappoint- 
ments and disillusionments, but culminated by a clear con- 
viction of the Scriptural teaching on the visible Church of 

Jesus Christ. I am now firmly convinced that the formation 

of the Independent Board for Presbyterian Foreign Mis- 

sions and the separatist movement which it fostered was 
wrong because it disrupted the unity of the Church of Jesus 

Christ. This profound belief, I hold, is in accord with the 

teaching of the Bible which alone is the “Supreme Judge 

by whom all controversies of religion are to be determined,” 
and also in accord with the best Reformed thought as ex- 
pressed in Calvin’s Institutes. 


Based Upon Principle 


I do not propose to relate any personal experiences which 
caused me to make this decision nor to indulge in any form 


‘of name-calling. Many of my best friends are in those 


separatist movements and all of them I regard as sincere 
Christian men. For this reason I have purposely refrained 
from trying to persuade any of them to join me in my con- 
clusions. Each man must be persuaded. in his own mind. 
One always runs the risk of having his motives questioned 
as a result of such a major change of mind and héart, never- 
theless, my final resolution is based upon the teaching of 
the Word of God. It is upon the high ground of principle 
that I prefer to have the issue discussed. What do the Scrip- 
tures teach on the subject of the visible Church of Jesus 
Christ and our relation to that Church is the important and 
supreme question? 

In the study of this subject I have found the most force- 
ful, clear and full exposition of the Bible teaching to be 
that of John Calvin in the Institutes, Book IV, chapter I 
and parts of chapter II. He argues his position so well and 
so in accord with the Bible that I can do no other than 
to reproduce his statement as my convictions on the true, 
visible Church of Jesus Christ. Other theologians and 


symbols of faith could be cited, but Calvin’s arguments 
cover the subject sufficiently. 
What is a true, visible Church of Jesus Christ? 


The visible Church, which is also catholic or universal 
under the gospel (not confined to one nation, as before 
under the law), consists of all those throughout the world, 
that profess the true religion, together with their children; 
and is the kingdom of the Lord Jesus Christ, the house 
and family of God, out of which there is no ordinary pos- 
sibility of salvation. 

And particular churches, which are members thereof, are 
more or less pure, according as the doctrine of the gospel 
is taught and embraced, ordinances administered, and pub- 
lic worship performed more or less purely in them. (West- 
minster Confession of Faith, Chapter XXV, Sections 2, 4.) 


In this visible Church there are good and evil men, hypo- 
crites as well as true believers. It is this Church which we 
are commanded to honor and in which we are to maintain 
communion. 


Essential Marks of a Church 


What are the essential marks of a visible Church of 
Jesus Christ? What is the sine qua non of a congregation 
or a denomination which must characterize a church if 
it is to be called a true, visible Church of Jesus Christ from 
which one should not separate? The two marks of a true, 
visible Church of Jesus Christ are the preaching of the Word 
of God and the administration of the sacraments according 
to the institution of Christ. 


When we affirm the pure ministry of the word, and pure 
order in the celebration of the sacraments, to be a sufticient 
pledge and earnest, that we may safely embrace the society 
in which both these are found as a true Church, we carry 
the observation to this point, that such a society should 
never be rejected as long as it continues in those things, 
although in other respects it may be chargeable with many 
faults. It is possible, morever, that some fault may in- 
sinuate itself into the preaching of the doctrine, or the ad- 
ministration of the sacraments, whigh ought not to alienate 
us from its communion. (John Calvin, Institutes of the 
Christian Religion, Presbyterian Board of Christian Edu- 
cation, 1936, Vol. II (IV. 1:12.) 


Where are these marks of a true, visible Church to appear 
in the life of a particular church? How are they to be 
maintained? Must the practice of the church always be 
perfectly in accord with these essentials of religion? At 
this point John Calvin is most emphatic and plain. These 
marks of a visible Church must appear in the articles of 
faith and in the profession of doctrine of the church, and 
even though the practice of that church is not always in 
accord with that doctrine it is still a true Church. 


It has further been shown that the errors which are en- 
titled to this forgiveness are those by which the grand doc- 
trine of religion is not injured, which do not suppress the 
points in which all believers ought to agree as articles of 
faith, and which, in regard to the sacraments, neither abolish 
nor subvert the legitimate institution of their Author. 
(Ibid., IX. ii:1.) 

We only contend for the true and legitimate constitution 
of the Church, which requires not only a communion in the 
sacraments, which are the signs of a Christian profession, 
but, above all, an agreement in doctrine. (Ibid., IV. ii:12.) 

Now, this communion is preserved by two bonds—agree- 
ment in sound doctrine, and brotherly love. (Ibid., IV. 
ii: 5.) 


Calvin's Three Arguments 


Calvin left the Roman Catholic Church not only because 
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it was corrupt in practice but, above all, because it had sub- 
verted the marks of a true Church, the Word of God and 
fhe sacraments in its articles of faith. Most of the first 
chapter of Book IV of the Institutes is devoted to a defense 
of the thesis that a congregation or denomination may not 
practice this creedal profession as it should and yet remain 
a true Church from which a Christian should not separate. 
He uses three main arguments from the Bible which, in 
my judgment, are unanswerable. These statements or argu- 
ments he employs especially to combat the Anabaptist 
heresy that only a pure church is a true Church. 

The first Scriptural example is taken from the parables 
of our Lord. 


But that they may also understand that it is composed 
of good and bad men mingled together, let them hear that 
parable from the lips of Christ, where it is compared to a 
net, in which fishes of all kinds are collected, and no sepa- 
ration is made till they are exposed on the shore. (Mat. 
XII:47.) Let them hear another parable comparing the 
Church to a field, which, after having been sown with good 
seed, is, by the craft of an enemy, corrupted with tares, 
from which it is never cleared till the harvest is brought 
into the barn. (Mat. XII:24.) Lastly, let them hear an- 
other comparison of the Church to a threshing-floor, in 
which the wheat is collected in such manner that it lies 
concealed under the chaff, till after being carefully purged, 
by winnowing and sifting, it is at length laid upon the gar- 
ner. (Mat. III:12.) But if our Lord declares that the Church 
is to labour under this evil, and to be encumbered with a 
mixture of wicked men, even till the day of judgment, it is 
vain to seek for a church free from every spot. (Ibid., 
TV. 233.) 


From Paul's Teaching 


Calvin's second argument is from the Apostle Paul. The 
churches at Corinth and Galatia were very wicked, not only 
in life but in doctrine as well. And yet Paul called them 
churches of Jesus Christ (I Cor. 1:2, Gal. 1:2). 


Among the Corinthians more than a few had gone astray, 
and the infection had seized almost the whole society; there 
was not only one species of sin, but many; and they were 
not trivial faults, but dreadful crimes; and there was not 
only a corruption of morals, but also of doctrine. In this 
case, what is the conduct of the holy apostle, the organ 
of the heavenly Spirit, by whose testimony the Church 
stands or falls? Does he seek to separate from them? Does 
he reject them from the kingdom of Christ? Does he strike 
them with the thunderbolt of the severest anathema? He 
not only does none of these things, but, on the contrary, 
acknowledges and speaks of them as a Church of Christ and 
a society of saints. If there remained a church among 
the Corinthians where contentions, factions and emulations 
were raging; where cupidity, disputes, and litigations were 
prevailing; where a crime held in execration even among the 
Gentiles was publicly sanctioned; where the name of Paul, 
whom they ought to have revered as their father, was in- 
solently defamed: where some ridiculed the doctrine of the 
resurrection, with the subversion of which the whole gospel 
would be annihilated; where the graces of God were made 
subservient to ambition, instead of charity; where many 
things were conducted without decency and in order; and 
if there still remained a Church, because the ministry of 
the word and sacraments was not rejected—who can refuse 
the name of a Church to those who cannot be charged with 
a tenth part of those crimes? And those who display 
such violence and severity against the churches of the 
present age, I ask, how would they have conducted them- 
selves toward the Galatians who almost entirely deserted 
the gospel, but among whom, nevertheless, the same apostle 
found churches? (Ibid., IV. i:14.) 


Calvin further buttresses this contention by stating that 
even when the discipline of the church is not as strict 
as it ought to be and allows wicked men to remain, still 
one should not separate himself from that communion 
if it bears the marks of the true church. 


But it is one thing to avoid familiar intercourse with 
the wicked: and another thing, from hatred of them, to re- 
nounce the communion of the Church. (Ibid., IV. i:15.) 


In other words, Calvin is exposing the fallacy of the in- 
terpretation of the passage in II Corinthians 6:11-18 to 
the effect that believers should not stay in a church with 
wnbelievers. If ‘‘come ye out from among them” and ‘“‘be 
ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers’? means 
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that all believers should leave a church that does not 
practice its true profession of faith as it should, why did 
Paul call Corinth a ‘‘church of God” and why didn’t he urge 
them to leave the Corinthian Church which was filled with 
unbelief. This passage clearly refers to separation from 
personal intercourse with unbelievers and not to separation 
from a church which bears the marks of a true, visible 
Church but which may not live up to that profession. 


Old Testament Prophets 


The third main argument which Calvin employs is the 
testimony of the Old Testament prophets. Isaiah, Jeremiah, 
Joel, Habakkuk and others deplored the corruption of doc- 
trine and life in the Church at Jerusalem. There was such 
degeneration that the prophets compared Jerusalem to 
Sedom and Gomorrah. 


Nevertheless, the prophets on this account neither raised 
themselves new churches, nor built new altars for the 
oblation of separate sacrifices; but whatever were the char- 
acters of the people, yet because they considered that God 
had deposited his word among that nation, and instituted 
the ceremonies in which he was there worshipped, they 
lifted up pure hands to him even in the congregation of the 
impious. But if the holy prophets were restrained by a 
sense of duty from forsaking the Church on account of the 
numerous and enormous crimes which were practiced, not by 
a few individuals but almost by the whole nation—it is 
extreme arrogance in us if we presume immediately to 
withdraw from the communion of a church where the 
conduct of all members is not compatible either with our 
judgment, or even with the Christian profession. (Ibid., 
IV. 1:18.) 


As a matter of fact, Calvin reminds us that even Christ 
and the apostles used the same sacrifices and assembled 
in the same synagogue with the Pharisees. Calvin further 
enforces his argument by quoting from Cyprian. 


Although tares, or impure vessels, are found in the 
Church, yet this is not a reason why we should withdraw 
from it. It only behooves us to labour that we may be 
the wheat, and to use our utmost endeavours and exertions 
that we may be vessels of gold or of silver. But to break 
in pieces the vessels of earth belongs to the Lord alone, 
to whom a rod of iron is also given. Nor let anyone arrogate 
to himself what is exclusively the province of the Son of 
God by pretending to fan the floor, clear away the chaff, 
and separate all the tares by the judgment of man. This 
is proud obstinacy and sacrilegious presumption, originating 
in a corrupt frenzy. (Ibid., IV. i:19.) 


Calvin concludes his contention with this assertion: 


What are we to say of cases in which the most enormous 
sins have sometimes seized whole churches? From this 
situation Paul rather mercifully reclaimed them than aban- 
doned them to the curse. The defection of the Galatians 
was no trivial offence. The Corinthians were still less 
excusable, their crimes being more numerous and equally 
enormous. Yet neither are excluded from the mercy of 
the Lord: on the contrary, the very persons who had gone 
beyond all others in impurity. unchastity, and fornication 
are expressly invited to repentance. (Ibid., IV. i:27.) 


The application of these Biblical principles is plain. 
Whenever a church in its profession of doctrine adheres to 
the Bible as the Word of God and the administration of the 
sacraments according to the institution of Christ. even 
though the practice of the church may not be up to its 
profession and even though there may be hypocrites and 
unbelievers in the society, that church is a true. visible 
Church of Jesus Christ. Anyone separating from such a 
communion is disrupting the unity of the Church of Jesus 
Christ. 


Here Is a True Church 


The Presbyterian Church in the USA is, accordingly, a 
true Church of Jesus Christ. The supreme standard of that 
Church is the Bible as the Word of God, and the sub- 
ordinate standards are the Westminster Confession of Faith 
and the Catechisms. When a man rresents himself for ordi- 
nation to the holy ministry he must answer affirmatively 
these two questions, ‘“‘Do you believe the Scriptures of the 
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Old and New Testaments to be the Word of God, the only 
infallible rule of faith and practice?’’ and ‘‘Do you sin- 
cerely receive and adopt the Confession of Faith and this 
Church as containing the system of doctrine taught in the 
Holy Scriptures?”’ In my judgment the Westminster Con- 
fession of Faith is the most consistent, logical and full ex- 
pression of the system of doctrine taught in the Bible that 
can be found in human writings. If ever a church exempli- 
fied a profession of a true doctrine, the Presbyterian Church 
in the USA does. It does not claim to be a pure Church in 
its practices nor in the practices of its members. What 
church can make such a claim? However, it is my firm con- 
viction that the Presbyterian Church in the USA bears the 
marks of a true, visible Church of Jesus Christ. 


In the light of these convictions I am now certain that it 
was wrong to form the separatist movement in 1936 and to 
proclaim the Presbyterian Church in the USA as apostate. 
My eleven years of association with that separatist move- 
ment have only confirmed the teaching of the Scriptures 
on the visible Church and the mistake of withdrawing from 
one of its true, visible branches. My great regret is that 
I did not see this clearly eleven years ago. 
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DR. GRAHAM TO SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIANS 

T IS NOW imperative that all groups, all races, and 
I all nations whatever be their differences, make their 

first concern the strengthening of world govern- 
ment through the United Nations for the international 
control of the humane use of atomic power. The great 
international economic framework thrown around the 
earth by the commercial and industrial revolutions and 
the international political framework now being thrown 
around the earth, organized to include in time all the 
nations of the earth, require the acceptance of the idea 
of the intellectual and spiritual fellowship of all men 
and all nations reaching around the earth in our one 
world. It is not out of place to ask whether we have 
the right to talk about one world when we, as South- 
ern Presbyterians, have not yet been able to join all 
other Presbyterian bodies in this nation in one great 
Presbyterian church_-FRANK P. GRAHAM, President 
of the University of N. C., at the opening conference at 
Montreat, June 28. 











Ministers and Their Laymen 
By WILBUR LAROE, JR. 


isters to get their laymen working in the church. 

All across the nation there is a new interest by lay- 
men in the affairs of the church. One leading clergyman 
refers to it as a “‘ground swell’’ of lay interest. Whatever 
it is, it should be of tre- 
mendous value to the 
church and to the min- 
isters. One of the weak- 
nesses in our church is 
that too much of the bur- 
den of running the local 
church rests on the shoul- 
task, and not the minis- 
ders of the minister. In 
many cases the minister 
even feels that it is his 
duty to raise the church 
budget. This is all 
wrong. In my own church 
we raise our big budget 
each year with the minis- 
ter having little, if any- 
thing, to say about it. We 
laymen feel that it is our 
ter’s, to raise money. Our 
laymen have just got to realize that the business of run- 
ning the church is our business as disciples of Christ and 
that the minister is the one to whom they look for spirit- 
ual guidance. We are weakening the minister if we make 
him alone run the church in an administrative sense. 

Let it be clearly understood that this ‘‘ground swell’ 
of lay interest is not accidental or unreal. It grows out of 
a real conviction on the part of laymen that the world 
is in bad shape and that only the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
can save it. Laymen know perfectly well that Commun- 
ism and other types of totalitarianism make the government 
the master of the people, whereas no government can be 
truly Christian unless the government is the servant of the 
people. On no other basis can the sanctity of man be 
recognized and preserved. The conflict is increasingly 
clear between the ideology of Christian democracy and the 
ideology of totalitarianism. War is no answer to this sort 
of conflict. The answer lies in convincing enough people 


IN “ister: WAS THERE a more propitious time for min- 

















Mr. LaRoe 


*Moderator of the Presbyterian USA General Assembly. 


that the ideology of Jesus Christ is better for the world 
than the ideology of fascism or communism. On this point 
the average Christian layman has no difficulty. 

It is clear, too, to the average layman, that the fate 
of the United Nations hinges largely on the acceptance or 
non-acceptance of Christ’s teachings. Blueprints will never 
make a peaceful world. Even solemn pronouncements in 
a charter may accomplish nothing unless there is a spirit 
of brotherhood behind them. 

Within our own borders laymen are looking at the liquor 
traffic, at gambling, at race prejudice, at the never-ending 
conflict between capital and labor, and they are coming to 
the conclusion that there is no answer to these major 
problems except as the answer may be found in the teach- 
ings of Jesus Christ. And they are looking also at the 
broken and frustrated lives and the discouraged souls, 
and they are coming to realize that only the religion of 
Jesus Christ can provide the wholeness of life that will 
avoid these things. 





MEETINGS FOR LAYMEN 

Mr. LaRoe has been conferring with Samuel McCrea 
Cavert, secretary of the Federal Council of Churches, - 
with a view to calling together a group of leading lay- 
men from Protestant churches in the fall. Both Dr. 
Cavert and Mr. LaRoe are quoted as feeling strongly 
that the time is ripe for a great Protestant convocation 
and plans for the gathering are under way. Meanwhile, 
Mr. LaRoe is planning for a large meeting of Protestant 
laymen in the District of Columbia, where he lives.— 
MONDAY MORNING. 





Our laymen are thinking, too, of their children and of 
the difficult problem of juvenile delinquency. The laymen 
know full well that a Christian home is the only real an- 
swer to this problem. 

In short, we laymen are convinced that the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ has relevancy to the practical problems of this 
day, so much so that the whole future of our civilization 
depends upon implementing the Christian religion. 

Our ministers should capitalize on this new interest by 
shifting to their laymen a greater part of the church load. 
They will find that the church is greatly strengthened by 
so doing. And they will be surprised and grateful to dis- 
cover that much of the church work can be done better 
by the laymen than by the minister. 
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EDITORIAL 


Dr. Rian’s Return 








The return of Edwin H. Rian from 
the Orthodox Presbyterian Church to 
the Presbyterian Church, USA, as re- 
ported here recently, is being widely 
noted as of high significance. The 
reasons back of that return are dis- 
cussed in an article which we carry on 
earlier pages in this issue. 

Surely no one can quarrel with the 
spirit which Dr. Rian displays in this 
humble statement. It is also difficult 
to imagine how any Christian can quar- 
rel with the principles enunciated on 
which the unity of the church depends. 
In the light of the compelling force of 
the Scriptures and the incisive argu- 
ments of the father of Presbyterianism, 
it would seem that any man suggesting 
schism in the church would be placed 
beyond the pale. Indeed, the ordination 
vows of a minister (and similarly, of 
an elder) would *seem to make this 
maintenance of the unity of the church 
a primary obligation. 


Do you approve of the government 
and discipline of the Presbyterian 
Church? 

Do you promise subjection to your 
brethren in the Lord? 

Do you promise to be zealous and 
fa‘thful in maintaining the truths of 
the gospel and the purity and peace 
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of the church, whatever persecution 
or opposition may arise unto you on 
that account? 


These three of the vows, not to take 
into account the exposition of Dr. Rian, 
would seem to make the driving of a 
wedge of separation into the church 
well-nigh impossible on the part of men 
of Christian purpose. 

When there has been so much talk 
throughout our church in terms of the 
rebellion of some of its parts—even 
to the extent of planning to form an- 
other church—in case the General As- 
sembly takes this action or that, it is 
well that we pause for a little while and 
think very carefully with Dr. Rian about 
some of our first and fundamental prin- 
ciples. 

Then hear him—and feel the burden 
of his heart—as he says, ‘‘My only re- 
gret is that I did not see this eleven 
years ago.” 


When Is It a Matter of Principle? 


Often we hear a certain course of 
action opposed on the ground that it is 
contrary to the time-honored principles 
of our church. But our appeal to prin- 
ciple is at times quite inconsistent. We 
vociferously appeal to principle when 
we oppose one action, but overlook the 
principle when we favor a similar ac- 
tion. Illustrations: 

1. ‘“‘The church should never send its 
representatives to Washington on pub- 
lic questions.”’ 

Getting into politics. Contrary to 
time-honored position. Lobby. 

It is a matter of principle, until we 
send a representative of our Assembly 
to join with other Protestants to pro- 
test the presence of Myron Taylor as 
the President’s personal envoy to the 
Vatican. It is a matter of principle un- 
til a church group goes to Washington 
to oppose the appropriation of federal 
funds for parochial schools. 

2. “The church should never call upon 
its members to vote for specific legis- 
lation.’’ 

Time-honored positions, ete 
time-honored is it? How was this po- 
sition honored by Benjamin Morgan 
Palmer, the first Moderator of the US 
Assembly? Did you ever hear of his 
fight against the Louisiana lottery? 
Yes, but Dr Palmer opposed the lottery 
as acitizen. You just do not know your 
history. Dr. Palmer introduced the fol- 
lowing paper in the Presbytery of New 
Orleans, May 14-15, 1891, and it was 
unanimously passed by a rising vote: 


But how 


“In view of the fact that under the 
ruling of a point of law by the Supreme 
Court the recharter of the Louisiana 
Lottery is now an open and declared is- 
sue to be soon determined by the popu- 
lar vote, the Presbytery of New Orleans 
feels constrained to warn those under 
its jurisdiction of the danger. ‘ 
Fully persuaded that its own constitu- 
ency is a unit in opposing the existence 
of an institution which saps the foun- 
dation uf both private and public hon- 
esty, the Presbytery appeals with the 
greater confidence to them to relax 
neither their vigilance nor zeal until 
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this corrupting influence shall be buried 
beneath the vote of the people.” 


3. ‘‘National policy is not the church’s 
business.”’ 

You just preach the gospel, and leave 
public policy to the politician and in- 
dustrial relations to the business man- 
agement. The ‘‘American way of liv- 
ing’? is sacrosanct. 

I sometimes think that we know lit- 
tle about the burden of the prophets 
of Israel. We speak of athetistic com- 
munism as an atheistic government and 
an atheistic economic theory. We we 
want God shut out of American govern- 
ment and American business? If not, 
then the church must interpret the 
clear teachings of the Scripture which 
apply to these areas of life. In gen- 
eral we would agree to that, until the 
church throws the searchlight of God’s 
truth on unjust and dishonest prac- 
tices. Then the name-calling starts, 
patriotism is appealed to, time-honored 
principles are invoked. 

I agree with the principle of the sep- 
aration of church and state, of a free 
church in a free state, that the machin- 
ery of the church must never be geared 
into the machinery of partisan politics. 
But when that principle is invoked to 
prevent the Church of Jesus Christ from 
denouncing injustice, dishonesty, op- 
pression, greed, and exploitation in any 
area of human life and social relations, 
in the name of God, I protest. 

JOHN M. ALEXANDER. 


GUEST EDITORS 


Interview With Kagawa 


“The Lutheran,” weekly news maga- 
zine of the United Lutheran Church in 
America publishes an interview with 
Dr. Toyohiko Kagawa. Dr. Kagawa is 
the moving spirit behind a movement 
to win Japan for Christ under the aus- 
pices of the United Church of Christ. 
“Christ for Japan and Japan for Christ’”’ 
is the daily prayer which is the nearest 
to his heart. 

The following questions were put to 
Kagawa: 

“What have you been doing in the 
past year?” ‘‘Preaching,’”’ almost ex- 
plosively came back the reply 
then, “relief work,’’ more quietly. 
During the last six months he has 
spoken to over 1,500,000 persons. He 
has visited all parts of Japan from Hok- 
kaido in the north to Kyushu in the 
south. Every Sunday he occupied a 
pulpit somewhere. 

“What progress is Christianity mak- 
ing?”’ “There is a spiritual revolution 
among the Japanese, particularly among 
the people in the country,’’ Dr. Kagawa 
said. “Since the last June we have 
had 34,000 converts to the Christian 
faith.”” In the last 12 days of meet- 
ings in three prefectures in southern 
Japan there were 10,349 converts. 
Preaching three times in one day in 
the town of Yamaguchi there were 2,000 
converts. 

“Are you satisfied with this  pro- 
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gress?”’ “Yes, the revival of Christian- 
ity in Japan has been like a flame of 
fire. One year ago converts numbered 
50 per day; today there are 10 times as 
many, 500 per day. We need one church 
in each of 10,000 villages.”’ 

Dr. Kagawa attributed the revival of 
Christianity in Japan to the following 
factors: 

Firstly, freedom of religion brought 
about by General MacArthur. 

Secondly, desire of the Japanese to 
elevate their moral standing . .. to 
live in the spirit of purity and clean- 
ness of life. 

Thirdly, Japanese religions—Shinto- 
ism and Buddhism—have been ‘“‘sleep- 
ing.’”’ These have religion at the be- 
ginning and at the end of life, and 
nothing between. Christianity, how- 
ever, gives real spiritual living. 

Fourthly, Communistic sympathy has 
become ‘“‘very strong’”’ in Japan as was 
evidenced by the 1,700,000 votes cast 
in the general elections last April for 
Communistic candidates. Many Japan- 
ese have taken an aversion to this 
growth of ‘materialistic’ feeling and 
have turned to Christianity —ECU- 
MENICAL PRESS SERVICE, Geneva. 


The Declaration of Independence— 
Something to Live By 


Some Americans have forgotten what 
the Declaration of Independence says 
and what it means. Some of them think 
that the only people in America who 
have any rights are the people of their 
own religion—or their own race—their 
own nationality—or their own class. 
They stir up prejudice against Ameri- 
cans whose race or religion differs from 
their own—keep them from getting a 
good education—keep them from work- 
ing at jobs they can do. This is not 
what the Declaration says. This is not 
what it means. 


Just the same, most Americans do re- 
member what the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence says and they are fighting 
every day to make America live by its 
truths. 

“That all men are created equal.”’ All 
men. That's what the Declaration says 
—‘all men are created equal.’ They 
all have the same kind of life—the same 
soul—created by the same God and 
Father of all. They atl belong to the 
same human creation. No one of them 
anywhere belongs to the animal cre- 
ation—or the vegetable—or the mineral. 
They are all equal in what makes them 
men. They must be so regarded. 

“That they are endowed by their 
Creator with certain inalienable rights” 
—rights that belong to all men in the 
same way that their arms and legs do— 
given to them by God as their arms and 
legs are—not given to them by the 
State. Rights which they must have to 
fulfill their duties and to develop their 
talents. The right to speak, print, wor- 
ship, work, assemble, marry, educate 
their children. Rights which belong to 
them all equally—the Protestants, 
Catholics, Jews, Whites, Negroes—to all 


.is a comfort. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 


men. That’s what the Declaration of 
Independence says. We must respect 
human rights. 

“That to secure these rights, govern- 
ments are instituted among men de- 
riving their just powers from the con- 
sent of the governed.’’ The Government 
has a part to play. It’s to see that 
men—not some men, but all men—have 
the opportunity to enjoy their freedom 
and their rights. Government’s part is 
to serve the people from whom it gets 
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its authority to rule. The Declaration 
of Independence says that, too. 

We want the world to know it. We 
want every nation to know that America 
is a country which lives by these Chris- 
tian truths. For it’s important that 
America should be that kind of country. 
Because today—on this July 4, 1947— 
much of mankind is not free. They look 
to America. Dare we fail them?— 
WILLIAM C. KERNAN, Institute of 
American Democracy. : 





AS THY DAYS... 


By KENNETH 


J. FOREMAN 





“As thy days, so shall thy strength 
be.” Deut. 33:25. 


take this promise to himself. 

Taken literally, all it means is 
that we shall be strong enough to keep 
on living till we die. That is so ob- 
vious as to be almost absurd; but even 
in that bald literal sense the promise 
If on a black midnight or 
a grey morning we feel that we simply 
cannot live through another day, the 
thought comes like a tonic: Perhaps 
you will not have to, perhaps this is 
the day that will be too much for you. 
But if you do have to live it out, never 
fear; your strength will not give way 
till all you have to do and suffer has 
been suffered and done. 


\ CHRISTIAN has the right to 


But the meaning of this promise, as 
many a Christian has tested it, goes 
deeper than the surface. The meaning 
surely has to do with the quality of 
our days, not the number of them. Dif- 
ferent kinds of days call for different 
kinds of strength. 


OR THE DAY of preparation, we 
need strength to do with patience 
and faithfulness the chores of the 

beginner, to work long, laying the solid 
and unromantic foundations of life; for 
days of achievement and responsibility, 
strength to stand erect upon the height, 
not made weak by conceit nor palsied 
with fear of ourselves. Strength 
for the days at work—for the long pull, 
the strength that ‘holds on day by day, 
and which though it fade at night re- 
vives with the daylight again. 

For time of disappointment, when hope 
deferred makes the heart sick, that we 
may live through that day till the de- 
sire grows again like a tree of life . 

for time of disappointment, when hope 
must be crowded into one; for days of 
delay, of enforced rest, when we have 
to wait under a cloud of perplexity for 
light on a hidden path . . For days 
and nights under pain, lest the flesh 
being wearied cause the soul to sin 
against God. 


We need strength for the day of de- 
feat, lest despair seize us in the sha- 
dows at a misadventure and quench 
the last flicker of our faith; not less for 
the day of triumph, lest we glory in our 


own strength and so though we have 
conquered much, break at last beneath 
the weight of our own pride . . . For 
the days in the crowd, and the days 
alone: in the crowd, lest we become 
only a chameleon, a parrot; strength to 
stand alone, to think with indepen- 
dence, to act without watching to see 
whether and how others will act first; 
in a solitary day, strength to bear lone- 
liness, to explore our own inner re- 
sources, to practice even in the silent 
inner heart the presence of the living 
God . . . For the dull days when one 
follows on another in maddening mo- 
notony, that into each we may set some 
word, some act, that may shine as 
bright pearls upon a somber string; for 
days of wonder and surprise, that we 
may be ready to meet the unknown with 
steady eyes, and for days of fairest 
joy, that the dear delight may not en- 
slave the enchanted spirit. 


d TRENGTH WE NEED even for the 
strong days of youth, lest we de- 
spise the flying moment and be 

lost in dreams of future years that may 
never be; for the time when youth is 
passing, lest panic seize us at the swift 
flight of the heedless years; for the 
time of mid-life, when the heat and bur- 
den are greatest, that the cares of the 
world and the deceitfulness of riches 
may not choke the seed once planted in 
our souls, nor the dust of the highroad 
make dim the eye of dreams; for the 
time when life is broadening, when 
duties increase and friends are more 
and more, that we may grow as life 
grows around us; for the time when life 
is narrowing to its close, when friends 
grow few and fewer, and tasks are laid 
aside, and the sky darkens with the de- 
clining sun, that our grasp growing 
light on the things of this world may 
lay a firmer hold on things that are 
eternal. 


For each day its own strength; as it 
is needed, so it will come, from dawn 
enough till dark, from midnight to 
following midnight. The Giver of life 
does not bestow what we cannot use, 
but what we must use he will give. We 
shall not demand the whole of life’s 
strength at once, but take each day as 
it comes, when it comes, believing the 
promise of the Lord of Days. 
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CHURCH NEWS Statistics Show Sunday School instr 
Gain of More Than 3,000 
chure 
GPK, DID YOU KNOW ag 
Presbyterians in Texas have seen a 
Growth of Cities net gain of more than 3,000 in Sunday week 
h 5 : u e Guring the past year: —that the Sunday school enrollment* Sui 
school enrollmen ; 
uthern Presbyterian Church 
Makes More Problems a net gain of communicants of more ee " cairn 445.766 in owt 
than 1,300. The spiritual birth rate of , , allo 
Texas News Letter i f ti der 3 8% 1930 to a low of 386,798 in 1944; two 
ae aoe 2 6 ee ae and has since risen to 448,262, and withi 
Texas is prosperous, with all its cities Total gifts to all causes jumped from that uring this period the church ie 
experiencing growing pains. Housing $2,612,000 in 1945-46 to $3,861,000 for membership has increased from 457,- repe 
shortages are still serious and construc- the year just closed for a per capita | 97 eta aay ee 
tion has not yet been able to satisfy record of $19.41 for benevolences, 1930. 445,766 morn 
the need. Still there are no “For Rent” $36.75 for current expenses—total of 1931 443,495 Ac 
signs, but real estate does not seem to $56.16. 1932 439,294 poet 
be moving quite so rapidly nor at such 1933 pei a 
high prices as a year ago. Stores are Visitation Evangelism Campaign het 141,264 The | 
well stocked in most items and there are Planned for Austin Next December 1936 430.728 day | 
sometimes bargains in cotton goods, but i t 1937 424,374 oan 
no real price break can yet be discerned. A visitation evangelism campaign for 1938 427,189 instr 
Public school teachers will receive a Austin and vicinity is being planned for 1939 432,345 " 
10-15% raise with the help of state December 7-12 with the Assembly’s 1940 437,053 even 
Guns. Governes Beneterd test director, H. H. Thompson, leading the 1941 436,174 Al 
: ppeast t, and about forty churches in- 1942 420,844 arral 
to be able to keep his promise of no new ™OoVement, and abou y L ' 1943 401,948 Cl 
taxes and so the legislature will con- vited to take pert. Fiyan V. Long, © 1944 886,798 Wile 
tinue to allow the natural resources or ‘he First Southern Church in Austin, 1945 ooe.oee os 
‘ f 423, Mi 
oil, gas and sulphur to be drained from Is a Gane. Tie Gam, - aaee 448,262 son, 
the earth without leaving any residue the way, received more than a — Ri 
of funds with which posterity might be bers last year, 50 of them jo - — Brad 
blessed. Jester was absent when Henry Profession of faith. The University *Each year approximately 500 Hi 
Wallace addressed a capacity audience church in Austin is studying plans for Sunday schools make no report what- : 
in Austin’s largest auditorium in May a $300,000 addition. Charles P. Taft soever. Walt 
: recently addressed the Austin Council Dg 
of Churches. ... Mrs. J. P. Kidd, after effor 
MITCHELL COLLEGE 25 years’ efficient and devoted service as By R. L. 8T. CLAIR : 
STATESVILLE, N, C. office secretary at Austin Seminary, is re 
A Presbyterian Juni Coll by & d- es 
ited. "Terminal and transfer courses. Lib- resigning to give her time to the de L 
qvel —s. Muste, Commereins and fine are velopment of a nursery at her ccuntry Miscellany “ 
a wo-ye secretarial, . 
classes. Individualized attention. iiomne- home. She wili be succeeded by Mrs. C 
i ge yg RL Katherine Neal, formerly assistani to Church day schools are being con- R 
. c . 
semester. Scholarships available. Catalog J. G. Whitten, secretary-treasurer of ducted at Victoria, Corpus Christi (more Cc 
P.—3OHN MONTGOMERY, President. the synod. than 400 enrolled), Texas City, and A 
Ridglea at Ft. Worth. Already S: 
SCHREINER INSTITUTE more than $27,000 has been received port 
f i 
A Military High School and Junior College for Boys. High School and Junior nnd te ne as oo = a then 
College Departments accredited through Southern Association. Owned and con- ee ae See oie ‘ — emy 
trolled by Southern Presbyterian Church. Presbytery is planning the development emp 
Long Session opens September 15. Reservations now being received. Special of a camp site to cost an estimated ters 
rates and separate quarters for veterans. For literature and information, write $100,000. An inter-racial Inter- in t 
THE REGISTRAR, Box U, Kerrville, Texas. national Relations Institute, brought by her 
the Quakers, was held at Ridglea pur 
| Church, Ft. Worth, earlier this month. and 
K I N G C O L # E (; E . Synod’s sub-committee on Negro to t 
Founded 1867 Work has authorized the calling of a to s 
Presbyterian, Co-educational. High Standards of Scholarship. minister to begin a new Negro church chu 
Positive Christian Influences. B. A. Degree. Scholarships. in Houston and to serve Negro univer- and 
SUMMER SESSION sities in Houston and Prairie View. uns 
T T J 10-July 18, J of 2: 
sea dinamaasle 3° 050: all pSieeed Sees: $0 THOMAS W. CURRIRE, JR. 
For catalog, write wt. ‘Werth. 
R. T. L. LISTON, PRESIDENT, BOX P, BRISTOL, TENN. ; ; 
Fall Schedule of Visitation oT 
Evangelism Is Announced to 
CENTRE COLLEGE - 
Visitation evangelism efforts continue wit 
OF KENTUCKY Founded 1819 to make their way across the church. the 
Inquiries received by the Assembly’s bee 
ce 
In The Heart of the Bluegrass’’ director in the headquarters office in R. 
Liberal Arts, Pre-Professional and Vocational Educa- Atlanta—more than he personally can ’ 
tion Under Christian Auspices. t dai inti 
Colleges for Men and for Women on Separate care Ser—are Cally penting te how Ed 
Campuses fields. Many spots of intensive activity Hu 
Famous For Distinguished Alumni have been designated for next fall. Most Atl 
of these have been planned in churcn 
Quarters begin Sept. For Catalogue and View Book, Address: . % Ch 
19; Jan. 3; March 25; Walter A. Groves, President. B 1 centers with facilities for reaching near Ric 
June 17. Veterans may , nee ’ esident, Box 401-P. by areas. There will be instruction for Fr: 
enter at any time. Danville, Kentucky the ministers each morning at about ten i 
o’clock—an hour and a half, with this ma 
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instruction to be relayed to the local 
church each evening by the pastor or 
py some guest minister assigned for the 
week. 

Supper meetings in the local churches 
will come at six o’clock, with an hour 
allotted for supper and instruction and 
two hours for visitation. Churches 
within a radius of 50 miles of the train- 
ing center may participate by making 
preparations along with the local 
churches. The minister would go each 
morning to the instruction meetings. 

According to Dr. Thompson, the 
director, this system enables many more 
churches to join in the undertaking. 
The program usually begins with a Sun- 
day afternoon mass meting with minis- 
ters and layworkers together. Supper- 
instruction periods run from Monday 
evening through Thursday. 

Among the training programs already 
arranged for next fall are: 

Charleston, S. C., Oct. 19-23, S. S. 
Wiley, Anderson, §S. C., leading. 

Miami, Fla., Oct. 5-9, Cecil Thomp- 
son, Columbia Seminary, leading. 

Roanoke, Va., Nov. 9-13, Hugh S. 
Bradley, Decatur, Ga., leading. 

Huntington, W. Va., Nov. 16-20, D. B. 
Walthall, Lexington, Ky., leading. 

Dr. Thompson will lead the following 
efforts: 

Dallas, Texas, Oct. 5-9. 

Tampa, Fla., Oct. 12-16. 

Charlotte, N. C., Oct. 19-23. 
anes Presbytery, Va., Oct. 26- 

Ft. Worth, Texas, Nov. 2-6. 

Chattanooga, Tenn., Nov. 9-13. 

Richmond, Va., Nov. 16-20. 

Charleston, W. Va., Nov. 30-Dec. 4. 

Austin, Texas, Dec. 7-11. 

Says Dr. Thompson: ‘Here are op- 
portunities for churches in and near 
these centers of visitation training to 
employ the most fruitful evangelistic 
emphasis of our generation; for minis- 
ters too far away to lead their churches 
in the program to come and familiarize 
themselves with lay evangelism with the 
purpose of putting on the program later; 
and here is a call to our entire church 
to be much in prayer that these efforts 
to secure decisions for Christ and the 
church may be rich spiritual experiences 
and seasons of great ingathering of the 
unsaved.”’ 


COMMITTEE APPOINTED 
FOR AD INTERIM STUDY 


Names of the ad interim committee 
authorized by the last General Assembly 
to make a thorough study of the com- 
mittees and agencies of the Assembly, 
with a view to greater coordination and 
the elimination of duplication, have 
been announced by the moderator, John 
R. Cunningham. They are: 

W. E. Price, Charlotte, N. C.; J. 
Edward Faucette, Bristol, Tenn., Karl 
Hudson, Raleigh, N. C.; Calvin Hayes, 


Atlanta— laymen; James A. Jones, 
Charlotte; Ernest Trice Thompson, 
Richmond: A. W. Dick, Memphis; 


Frank H. Caldwell, Louisville; Charles 
L. King, Houstorfi—ministers. No chair- 
man was designated, 
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More and More People 
Make Annuity Gifts 


During the year ending April 1, 1947, fifty-one 


people invested a total of $72,990 in Annuities of our 
Executive Committee of Foreign Missions. 


As of that date, 416 annuity contracts totalling 


$841,468.33 were in force 
Plan whereby this money 


under our Annuity Gift 
will be made available 


for Foreign Mission work and the donor is guaran- 
teed a lifetime annuity at a good rate of interest on 


the amount donated. 


Our Annuity Gift Plan has been in operation for 
over fifty years, during which time every annuity 
contract has been met promptly and in full. 


Interest rates vary, depending upon the age of the 
annuitant, but in practically every case are higher 


than present-day rates on 
ments. Liberal income tax 
feature worth considering. 


If you want to give, and 


other high-grade invest- 
exemptions are another 


at the same time enjoy a 


generous return on your money, write today for full 
information about our Annuity Gift Plan. Address 


Curry B. Hearn, Treas. 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF FOREIGN MISSIONS, 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE U. S. 
P. O. Box 330, Nashville 1, Tenn. 





With the authorization of this com- 


mittee, the Assembly provided for the 
use of as much as is needed of $25,000 


for the employment of a national organ- 
ization accustomed to making such 
studies, 
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1947 GRADUATES 


Seminary and Training School Graduates and Where They Serve 





AUSTIN SEMINARY 


Henry E. Acklen, Wager Memorial 
church, Austin, Texas. 

Max Ecke, Jr.. Ashdown, Ark. 
Josaphat Curti Fernandez, Mexican 
Presbyterian church, New Braunfels, 
Texas. 


C, Rush Linder, Port Neches, Texas. 
Joseph A. Palachek, Nashville, Ark. 
L. A. Richardson, Raymondville, Texas. 


COLUMBIA SEMINARY 


Gabriel Abdullah, Goodwater, Ala. 
(Sept.) 
Geo. Andrew Anderson, Presbyterian 


College, Clinton, S. C. (Sept.) 

John Henry Bogie, Camden, Ala. 

Daniel A. Bowers, Arcadia and Walnut 
churches, Kingsport, Tenn, 

Cecil D. Brearley, Allendale, S. C. 

Chas. R. Butler, Foley, Ala. 

John W. Craven, assistant pastor, First 
church, Laurinburg, N. C. 

Henry A. Erion, Fort Valley, Ga. 

Frederick W. Ingle, Avondale church, 
Birmingham, Ala. 

Loren Eugene Jordan, Effingham, §S. C. 

John L. Newton, Waynesboro, Ga. 

Samuel E. Sapp, East Burlington church, 
Burlington, N. C. 

Arthur George Scotchmer, Winder, Ga. 

Paul B. Smith, Midway church, RFD, 
Powder Springs, Ga. 

Hubert Vance Taylor, assistant pastor, 
Central church, Atlanta. 

Wm. Thomas Wing, assistant pastor, In- 
dependent church, Savannah, Ga. 

John B. Wood, Swainsboro, Ga. 

Elmer P. Nichols, Cedartown, Ga. 


LOUISVILLE SEMINARY 
Thomas Chalmers Henderson, Spring- 
dale church, Louisville, Ky. 
Wm. Robert Jacoby, Hemenway Memo- 
rial church, Boonville, Ind. 
Stewart K. Lewis, Springfield, Ky. 
Thomas I. Myers, Cynthiana, Ind. 





WANTED: Assistant Dietitian. Young 
woman with training and experience pre- 
ferred. Work begins August fifteenth on 
ten months basis. Mary Baldwin College, 
Staunton, Virginia. 





Headquarters for 
RELIGIOUS SUPPLIES 








INTERESTING FACTS 
ABOUT MILE........ ..No. 12: 


Milk contains all 10 of the ‘‘amino 
acids” essential to growth! 


Viromea 
DAIRY CO. 


“The Home of Better Milk” 
1810-18 W. Main St. Dial 5-2838 











David William Schulherr, Princeton, Ky. 
John Henry Vanlandingham, Molino, 
Mo. 


UNION SEMINARY 

Joseph L. Auten, Lakeside church, Rich- 
mond, Va. 

Douglas E. Charles, Sanford, Fla. 

Robert G. Hall, at First church, Green- 
ville, S. C., (Sept. 1). 

J. M. MeDaniel, Drewry’s Bluff, Va. 

J. A. McGehee, Abbeville, La. 

J. A. Marrow, Rocky Point, N. C., group. 

M. M. Miller, Poplar Tent church, RFD, 
Concord, N. C., 

J. E. Murray, cr. First church, Green- 
ville, S. C. 

A. B. Poole, Clarksville, Va. 

Wm. R. Smith, IIl., Yadkinville, N. C. 

L. F. Sthreshley, Chester and Centralia, 
Va., churches. 

J. D. Stimson, Hickory, N. C. 

L. O. Waterstreet, assistant pastor, Fay- 
etteville, Ark. 

W. B. Young, Fairmount-Hoge Memo- 
rial church, Richmond, Va. 

Cc. C. Callis, West Jefferson, N. C. 

F. Clay Doyle, Mt. Pleasant, Tenn. 

J. S. Garbett, Emporia, Va. 

Ellis S. Oakes, Rocky Mount, N. C. 

Robert L. Turner, Reidsville, N. C. 

Murphey C. W'lds, Cooleemee, N. C. 


To take graduate work next year: J. K. 
Crow, C. G. Culverhouse, F. R. Stair, E. 
L. Stoffel. 


ASSEMBLY’S TRAINING SCHOOL 


Mrs. Jourdan Bivins, First church, Rich- 
mond, Va. 

Dorothy Boardman, 
lege (Sept.) 

Emily H. Boehler, candidate for foreign 
missions, Little Rock. 

Miriam Bowditch, First church, Kan- 
napolis, N. C. (Sept.) 

Lena L. Clausell, First church, Waco, 
Texas (Sept.) 

Nickie Farris, First church, Quincy, Fla. 

Carmen Hayes, First church, William- 


Lees-McRae_ Col- 
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son, W. Va. 

Mary-Starke Higginbotham, 
Town, W. Va. (Sept.) 

Nancy Inscoe, Waynesboro, Va. 

Billie Jones, Springfield church, Jack. 
sonville, Fla. 

Dorothy Jones, Elizabeth City, N. C. 

Jean Knight, Steele Creek church, Char- 
lotte, N. C. 

Gene N. Lindler, candidate for foreign 
missions, Columbia, S. C. 

Elinor Matters, Neosho, Mo., will teach 
Bible elsewhere. 

Florine Miller, First church, Hunting- 
ton, W. Va. 

Elizabeth McFarland, Manchester, N. C., 
Bible teacher. 

Jessie Newbold, First church, Asheville, 
x. ¢ 

Grace Payne, Cosgrove Avenue church, 
Navy Yard, S. C. 

Ruth Ramsay, Lafayette church, Nor- 


Charles 


folk, Va. 

Susannah Ruhmann, First church, 
Brownsville, Texas. 

Ruth Shanklin, Westminster church, 


Richmond, Va. 

Marion (Polly) 
Charleston, S. C. 

Faith Swanstrom, DRE for presbytery, 
Foley, Ala. 

Elsie Wade, Third church, Staunton, Va. 

Irene Roberts, Third church, Richmond, 
Va. 

Coline Thies, Mrs. J. A. McGehee, pas- 
tor’s wife, Abbeville, La. 

Josephine Jennings, Mrs. Lawrence F. 
Sthreshley, pastor’s wife, Chester, Va. 

Colleen Dent, Mrs. M. L. Topham, pas- 
tor’s wife, Moorefield, W. Va. 


Smith, First church, 


Married Since Commencement 


Mary Alice Brand, Mrs. Lewis Boyle, 
Lexington, Va. 
Dean Bock, Mrs. H. Bruce Fisher, 


Orange, Texas. 

Ida Gordon Cosby, Mrs. Arnold B. Poole, 
Clarksville, Va. 

Jean Lewis, Mrs. Carl Howie, Alexan- 
dria, Va, 

Anne Lyle Poe, Mrs. Jim Lowry, Lau- 
rens, S. C. 

Virginia Sikes, Mrs. D. A. Huffines, Jr., 
Linville, N. C. 

Lois Wilkerson, Mrs. Robert Park. 

Betty C. Williams, Mrs. E. L. Stoffel, 
Rapidan, Va. 





Our Pledge to the Future 


We members of the class of 1947 


-» commencing our ordained min- 


istries, covenant in these aims as we re-consecrate ourselves to Christ and his 


Church: 
1. Communion with Christ. 


He has bread of which the world knows not 
and we determine to teed devotionally on that Staff of Life. 


By his sustenance 


and strength, we will seek humbly to make his thoughts our thoughts, and his 


will our will. 
daily. 
2. Witnessing for Christ: 


his unsearchable riches, 


From the stream of Living Water, we will drink deeply and 


As lights shining in darkness, we will bring 
the Light of the World to men in the night of sin. 


By personal testimony of 


we will strive, with the Spirit, to seek the lost and 


to bring them to the Shepherd of their souls. 


3. Transforming to Christ: 


“Unto the least of these” 


is unto Christ. 


With injustice, suffering, and disunity rampant among men, we will study the 
ethical meaning of faith, knowing that faith without works is dead; and will 
attempt its application to the intricate relations of all living. 


4. Unity in Christ: 
as Lord and Savior. 


In one faith we are united with all who accept him 
In our local church, through our church courts, with 


other brethren and churches, among our fellow ministers of the Word, we 
will work toward one great fellowship of love throughout the whole wide earth, 


making Christ All in All. 


Signing this pledge, we rely not upon our own strength, for we are with- 


out merit. 
Christ who strengtheneth us. 


Of ourselves we can do nothing, but we can do all things through 
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BIBLE STUDY 
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God in His World 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 


SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON 
Job 38-41; Print 38:1-7, 16-18, 22, 


(Quotations from the American 
Standard Version.) 

Last week we considered the char- 
acter of Job as it is revealed in the great 
dramatic poem which bears his name. 
This week we consider the view of God 
in his world as presented in portions of 
the 38th chapter. These verses are 
taken from God’s address to Job, as the 
drama approaches its climax. For many 
weeks Job and his three friends had de- 
bated the problem of human suffering. 
The three friends had contended that 
Job was guilty of some major sin which 
explained why he had become the vic- 
tim of such unparalleled misfortunes. 
Job had indignantly repudiated their 
charges, which were based not on any 
real knowledge, but on the theory 
widely entertained in ancient times that 
suffering is always the result of sin. As 
the debate grew more bitter Job began 
to accuse God of sending a meaningless 
and arbitrary affliction into his life; he 
even expressed the wish that he might 
be allowed to debate the matter with 
God. A young man, named Elihu, who 
had joined the group, finally broke in, 
and with great assurance, sought to set 
both parties aright, and to solve the 
mystery of human suffering. As he 
speaks, a storm advances rapidly over 
the heavens, and out of the rushing 
wind there comes the voice of God. 


Finite and Infinite. 


“Then Jehovah answered Job out of 
the whirlwind’’—more properly, out of 
the storm. As Dr. A. B. Davidson com- 
ments, in the Cambridge Bible for 
Schools and Colleges (Cambridge 
Press), “Jehovah, even when conde- 
scending to speak with men, must veil 
himself in the storm cloud, in which he 
descends and approaches the earth. 
Even when he is nearest us, clouds and 
darkness are round about him.” Finite 
man can never fully understand or com- 
prehend the infinite God. There is al- 
ways mystery which eludes us, there is 
always majesty before which we can 
only bow. 

“Then Jehovah answered Job out of 
the whirlwind and said, Who is this that 
darkeneth counsel by words without 
knowledge?” Of whom was he speak- 
ing? Of Elihu, it may be, who was so 
sure that he could explain one of life’s 
ultimate mysteries; of the three friends, 
undoubtedly, who, as the whole course 
of the book makes clear, were tragically 
wrong in their unfounded charge that 
suffering is always the consequence of 
sin; but more particularly, as the con- 
text makes clear, to Job himself. ‘‘Who 
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is this that darkeneth counsel... .”’ 
This phrase suggests that ‘‘the Lord had 
a plan or meaning in Job’s afflictions 
which the perverse and ignorant con- 
struction put on them by Job obscured.”’ 

“Who is so foolish and presumptu- 
ous as to question the divine Provi- 
dence? The wisest and best are incom- 
petent to sit in judgment on the Divine 
procedure. All complaints against God’s 
dealings with his creatures are the re- 
sults of ignorance—‘‘words without 
knowledge.” 

“Gird up now thy loins like a man—’” 


the figure comes from the Oriental mode 


of dress. A man was not ready for ac- 
tion until he had girded up his loins— 
tightened his belt, we would say. 

“Gird up now thy loins like a man; 
for I will demand of thee and declare 
thou unto me.” Job had expressed the 
desire to question God about his suffer- 
ings, and to defend in his presence the 
integrity of his character, which should 
have safeguarded him from such calam- 
ity. But he had still to learn, as do 
some of us, that we must trust where 
we cannot understand. God invites him 
here to prepare for that contention with 
him which he had so often desired (eg., 
13:22). In the series of questions that 
follow, Job is reminded that he is but 
of yesterday and knows little or nothing 
of God’s divine providence; that he can- 
not initiate or control the commonest 
processes of nature, either in the in- 
animate or animate world; while all has 
been seen, planned and executed ages 
before he was born and is continually, 
every moment, and in all places, ex- 
ecuted still by him who is both Creator 
and Governor of the universe. 

The finite can nevér understand or 
comprehend the infinite, 


The Mysteries of the Earth, 4-7. 


The series of questions in vss. 4-7 
bring home to Job God’s infinite 
wisdom, God’s infinite power in the cre- 
ation of the universe and his own 
abysmal ignorance in relation thereto. 
As we read them we must remember 
that they reflect the ancient understand- 
ing of the structure of the universe; 
and also that the language is not coldly 
and precisely scientific but sublime and 
exalted poetry. The discoveries of 
modern science only enhance the won- 
ders of the universe of which the poem 
speaks, 

In vs. 4 God is pictured as the archi- 
tect of the world, a familiar figure in 
Hebrew poetry, and one, whose phrases 
are not intended to be taken literally. 
Where was Job when God created the 
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universe? Let him tell how it was done, 
if he knows, ‘‘Where wast thou when 
I laid the foundations of the earth? 
Who determined the measures thereof? 
Or who stretched the line upon it? 
Whereupon were the. foundations there- 
of fastened? Or who laid the corner- 
stone thereof, when the morning stars 
sang together and all the sons of God 
(i. e., angels) shouted for joy.” As A. 
B. Davidson says: “The earth is re- 
garded as resting upon foundations sunk 
deep into the watery abyss, and the cre- 
ation of it is likened to the rearing of 
a great edifice whose extent was deter- 
mined by line, whose pillars were sunk 
in their bases, and its cornerstone laid 
with shoutings and songs of rejoicing 
among the heavenly hosts. 


Such music, as ’tis said, 
Before was never made, 
But when of old the sons of morning 
sung, 
While the Creator great 
His constellations set, 
And the well-balanced world on 
hinges hung; 
And cast the dark foundations deep, 
And bid the weltering waves their oozy 
channel keep. 
—Milton, Hymn on the Nativity. 


This is a poetic description of the cre- 
ation, of course, but none the less ac- 
curate on that account. Our scientists 
today have their theories about the 
origin of our planet. They have learned 
a great deal about the elements of tke 
universe and about the structure of the 
atom, but the more they know the more 
they know they do not know. Like New- 
ton, they are little books playing along 
the seashore, They have picked up a 
few pebbles of knowledge, but beyond 
them lies the immensity of the un- 
known, The more we learn about the 
order, rule, law of the universe, the 
more we realize that man is finite, that 
only God is infinite. 


The Mystery of the Sea, 8-11. 


The Israelites never liked the sea; to 
them it was always a solemn and terri- 
fying mystery (cf. Ps. 104:25; 107:23; 
Jonah 2; Rev. 21), or an unruly mon- 
ster needing to be kept under control. 
Here the ‘ocean is represented as an 
infant giant breaking forth from the 
womb.” It was clothed in clouds and 
swathed in darkness. It was the al- 
mighty power of God which tamed it 
and which set an impassible bound to 
its proud fury. 

Who is it that created the sea? Who 
else but God, who alone can control its 
mighty energies? 


The Mystery of the Dawn, 12-15. 


In vss. 12-15 we have a beautiful de- 
scription of the dawn that daily over- 
spreads the earth, As Driver says, ‘‘The 
earth is pictured as a vast coverlet; and 
the dawn, which darts in a moment 
from east to west, seizes this by its ex- 
tremities, brings to light the wicked 
upon it, and shakes them off it like 
dust.” This is certainly no scientific ac- 
count of the passage from darkness to 
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light, but as poetry it is magnificent. 
The reference to the wicked is prompted 
by the fact that deeds of darkness are 
checked by the coming of the light. 
Vs. 14 should read as in the American 
Standard Version—‘It is changed as 
clay under the seal; and all things stand 
forth as a garment.’”’ Objects which 
have hitherto been obscure and shape- 
less take form and color, as if wrapped 
in a clinging garment when daylight 
comes. Darkness, which is the light of 
the wicked, disappears and with it their 
power to harm is gone. Dummelow 
(vs. 15). Every twenty-four hours the 
dawn reappears, Job cannot alter or 
change; he can only marvel and accept. 


The Mystery of the Underworld, 16-18. 

But perhaps Job, who is so ready to 
enter into a debate with the Almighty, 
has explored the depths of the sea and 
entered the gates of the underworld. 
The Hebrews, like other ancient peo- 
ple, thought that the sea issued from a 
subterranean abyss, with which it was 
connected by springs in the bed of tlhe 
ocean. The springs of the sea, then, 
“are the passages by which the illimit- 
able waters of the abyss beneath the 
earth rise to replenish the waters of the 
sea.””’ Down in the earth, below even 
the recesses of the sea, was another 
deep, called Sheol, a shadowy world, 
which was the abode of the death. 
Great gates guarded its entrance and 
prevented any exit therefrom (compare 
our conception of the pearly gates of 
heaven). Perhaps Job has traveled 
thus far and can throw light on the 
mystery of death. The questions are 
rhetorical, of course. Job was no more 
able to solve the mystery of death than 
he was the mystery of creation. And 
modern man with all his learning can 
do no more. 

Vs. 18 presents a final question, which 
summarizes all that has gone before. 
Has Job surveyed the whole earth and 
comprehended its breadth? If not, how 
can he expect to understand the counsels 
of the Almighty? 


The Mystery of the Rain and the Snow, 
22-30. 


In vss. 19-21 Jehovah asks Job if he 
understands the mystery of light and 
darkness; then turns to the mystery of 
the rain and the snow and the hail. 
‘‘Hast thou entered the treasuries (i. e., 
storehouses) of the snow, or hast thou 
seen the treasuries of the hail?” Note 
that it is treasuries and not treasures 
as in the King James version. “Snow 
and hail are represented as having been 
created and laid up in great storehouses 
in the heavens er above them, from 
whence God draws them forth for the 
moral ends of his government (vs. 23). 
The idea may be suggested by observa- 
tion of the vast masses in which snow 
falls. Job, no doubt, has inspected these 
treasuries, or was present, when at cre- 
ation the Almighty filled them.” 

We know as the writer of this great 
poem probably did not that snow and 
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Ernest Trice Thompson, writer of 
the Bible studies which appear 
weekly on this page, is now with his 
family on an extended tour to the 
West Coast. Stops on the way have 
dincluded conferences in Oklahoma 
and at Kerrville, Texas, On their re- 
turn they will attend the Interna- 
tional Sunday School Convention in 
Des Moines, Iowa. July 23-27, where 
Dr. Thompson will lead the Bible 
study on three days. 











hail are the effects of cold in the higher 
regions of the atmosphere; the former 
being condensed vapor, congealed be- 
fore it is formed into drops and the 
latter the drops themselves congealed 
in their descent to the earth. But this 
does not affect the truth of the poet’s 
observation. Job did not understand 
the infinite mystery of the snowflakes; 
we have learned a great deal, it may 
seem, but little, if any, of the ultimate 
mystery. 

“Hath the rain a father? Or who 
hath begotten the drops of dew? Plainly 
the rain drops have not been created by 
man. They are marvels of God’s cre- 
ative power. ‘‘Man cannot cause rain 
himself. If he could, there would be 
no long droughts. Man can do wonder- 
ful things and can even ascend above 
the clouds where the rain drops are 
bound together. He can analyze the 
water when it falls and he can grow 
rich by the crops which it nourishes, 
but rain he cannot make.”’ (Peloubet’s 
Notes.) 


The Mystery of the Heavens, 31-36. 


In vs. 31 Jehovah begins to speak of 
the mystery of the heavenly bodies. 
“Canst thou bind the cluster of the 
Pleiades, or loose the bands of Orion? 
Canst thou lead forth the Mazzaroth in 
their season? Or canst thou guide the 
Bear with her train.’’ The Pleiades are 
the most conspicuous of all the star 
clusters. They attracted the attention 
of the most ancient people and have 
been extolled in poetry through the 
ages. And Orion is the most magnifi- 
cent of all the constellations. It be- 
strides the winter heavens ‘‘like a co- 
lossus.”” Job can admire, but he can- 
not bring together so compact a group 
as the Pleiades, or loose the bands that 
hold together a constellation like Orion. 
The Mazzaroth cannot be positively 
identified. The margin of the Revised 
Version reads ‘‘the signs of the zodiac.”’ 
If this possibility be accepted the verse 
would read, ‘‘Canst thou lead forth the 
signs of the zodiac in their season?’’ 
i. e., the constellations, which since 
ancient time, have been used to mark 
the changing seasons of the year. ‘‘The 
Bear with her train’ also cannot be 
identified with certainty, though it may 
be Arcturus with her sons as translated 
in the King James version. This 
“fairest of the stars” is one of the most 
charming features of the summer sky. 
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And now God asks, does Job know the 
laws which govern the movement of the 
heavenly bodies. ‘‘Canst thou establish 
the dominion thereof in the earth?” We 
have learned a great deal about the 
heavenly bodies since Job’s day. We 
know that that great ball of light which 
warms us with its heat is more than a 
million times as large as the earth and 
93,000,000 miles away; that our sun 
and all its planets, including our earth, 
are only drops lost in the great ocean 
of space; that our sun is only one of a 
hundred million suns (we call them 
stars), that the nearest one of these 
fixed stars is twenty-five million million 
miles away; that all of them are rushing 
through space at a tremendous rate of 
speed; that law prevails everywhere, 
that throughout the whole of this 
mighty universe God’s will is supreme. 
We can hardly imagine a world like 
this; we can never fully understand it. 


The Wonders of Animal Life, 
38:39—41:34. 

In the 39th verse Jehovah begins to 
speak of various species of the animal 
world, ‘“‘lovingly touching upon their 
characteristic points, instincts, habits, 
beauty, grace, and strepgth.’”’ He begins 
with the lion and the raven, probably 
because the two present such great con- 
trasts, one regarded as the kings of the 
beasts, the other—our crow tribe—one 
of the commonest and least regarded of 
the birds. He goes on to describe the 
wild goat, the wild ass, the wild ox, the 
ostrich (following the Revised Version), 
the horse, the hawk, and the eagle. 
“These brilliant pictures from the 
animal world have the same purpose as 
those given before from inanimate na- 
ture; they make God to pass before the 
eyes of Job. They exhibit the diversity 
of the animal creation, the strange dis- 
similarity of instinct and habit in crea- 
tures outwardly similar, the singular 
blending together of contradictory char- 
acteristics in the same creature, and the 
astonishing attributes and powers with 
which some of them are endowed; and 
all combine to illustrate the resources of 
mind and breadth and thought of him 
who formed them and cares for them, 
the manifold play of an immeasurable 
intelligence and power in the world.” 
(A. B. Davidson.) 

What is the purpose of these ques- 
tions, of this magnificent vision of God’s 
wisdom and of God’s power? To con- 
vict Job of presumption in daring to 
question the providence of God? Yes, 
and to convict us, But there is much 
more to it than that. It was to bid Job 
turn away from himself and to see God 
in his world, ‘‘to look away from his 
own darkness to the world which is 
luminous with God,” to behold not only 
the revelation of God’s wisdom and of 
God’s power in the world about him, 
but also the revelation of his love. We 
have as Job did not a surer revelation 
of that love and we know as he could 
not that all things work together for 
good to them that love him. 
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BOOK NOTES 


IN THE SECRET PLACE OF THE 
MOST HIGH. By Arthur John Gossip. 
Charles Scribner's Sons, New York. 
210 pages. $2.75. 

Dr. Gossip, already well-known to 
American ministers through his books 
of published sermons, the latest of 
which bore the title ‘Experience 
Worketh Hope,” has demonstrated again 
in this new book on prayer, his deep 
spiritual insight, his understanding of 
contemporary problems which trouble 
the church and its members, and his 
rare ability to gather illustrations and 
anecdotes from both secular and re- 
ligious literature for driving home the 
truths he sets forth. 

Of the making of many books on 
prayer, there seems to be no end. But 
this is not just ‘‘another book.” It 
possesses the distinction which set the 
author’s sermon books apart from other 
books of sermons. While preachers 
will find in it many sermon suggestions 
and lay-readers will be able to use 
scores of the apt illustrations, the best 
value of the book lies in the fact that 
it makes the reader want to do some- 
thing about his own prayer-life, and 
leads him to believe that it is quite pos- 
sible to become a better Christian, a 
more consecrated church member and 
a more influential follower of Christ in 
the world at large by giving more time 
and attention to prayer. 

STUART R. OGLESBY. 

Atlanta, Ga. 





THE ORIGINS OF CHRISTIAN SU- 
PERNATURALISM, by Shirley Jackson 
Case. The University of Chicago Press, 
Chicago, Ill. 239 pages, $3.00. 

This book, written by one of the fore- 
most of our church historians, former 
dean of the Divinity School in the Uni- 
versity of Chicago, contains (1) a good 
popular account of the belief in the su- 
pernatural as it prevailed in the Roman 
Empire in the early Christian centuries; 
(2) the constantly reiterated sugges- 
tion, without documentatior or verifi- 
cation, that Christian belief in the su- 
pernatural (including the resurrection 
and deity of Christ) developed in order 
to satisfy the universal craving for the 
supernatural then prevalent in the 
Roman Empire. As the author puts it, 
“Christian supernaturalism arose to 
serve a functional need in the course of 
the new religion’s expansion within its 
particular environment and in relation 
to characteristic modes of thinking 
prevalent in that day.” 

Underlying the author’s treatment 
and determining its form is the initial 
assumption that there is no super- 
natural and the further assumption that 
this ‘“‘veneer of otherworldly imagery” 
overlaid “the original genius of Chris- 
tianity as a moral and spiritual way of 
life’ and thus “obscured the funda- 
mental nature of the new religion” from 
the very start. The book can be com- 
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mended only with reservations to the 
more discriminating and mature, 
ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON. 


LINCOLN AND THE SOUTH. By 
J. G. Randall. Louisiana State Univer- 
sity Press, Baton Rouge. 161 pp., 
$1.50. 

Throughout the book, Lincoln and the 
South, the reader has the feeling that 
one side, and only one side, of the pic- 
ture is presented. The author, Professor 
of History at the University of Illinois, 
proves conclusively from Lincoln’s back- 
ground, his handling of the border 
states, his plans for emancipation, and 
his blue print for peace that the Presi- 
dent understood, appreciated, and some- 
times even acted on the Southern point 
of view. 

The book is well documented and per- 
suasively written, but the choice of sub- 
ject was unfortunate. Reading the book 
twenty-five years ago, a Southerner 
might have thought ‘“Yes, maybe Lincoln 
was a friend of the South.’’ Today one 
Southerner’s reaction was “So what? 
Are there not more important things? 
Why not discuss Lincoln as a great man 
because of his integrity, his non-vindic- 
tive spirit, his foresight?” 

HENRIETTA THOMPSON. 

Richmond, Va. 


THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST. 
By A. Michael Ramsey. The West- 
minster Press, Philadelphia. 124 pages. 
$1.00. 

The author undertakes first to dem- 
onstrate the place of the resurrection in 
the New Testament message, With 
careful and patient scholarship he shows 
that it, rather than the life and minis- 
try of Jesus, was the source of the 
preaching, worship and belief of the 
apostles and the early church. Having 
shown the centrality of the resurrection 
in New Testament theology, he turns 
in the second place to an examination of 
the historical evidence on which belief 
in the resurrection is based. The story 
of the empty tomb and the records of 
the appearances of Jesus are scrutinized 
in the light of Criticism and found to 
provide ample ground for the resurrec- 
tion faith. 
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The book itself is far from being as 
pedantic as the paragraph above. For 
all its scholarship the layman will find 
it a highly readable and rewarding dis- 
cussion of one of the crucial elements 
in his faith. 

JOHN NEWTON THOMAS. 

Richmond, Va. 


THE SOUL OF FREDERIOK W. 
ROBERTSON, The Brighton Preacher. 
By James R. Blackwood. Harper and 
Bros., New York, 1947. 201 pages. 
$2.00. 

Here, in the crucible of a human soul, 
we watch the melting, molding, . and 
tempering of a great personality. 
Frederick W. Robertson (battered and 
bruised, slandered and scorched in the 
furnace of life) learned, and he taught, 
the ways of wholesome living. His 
teacher was the Holy Spirit; his text- 
book, the Bible; his laboratory, his 
parish; and his clinic, the City of 
Brighton with its rich and its poor. 

Our author (pastor of the Southern 
Presbyterian Church, St. Charles, Mo.) 
has skillfully portrayed the struggle 
and growth of a great soul, By delicacy 
of touch and fine discrimination in the 
choice of material, James Blackwood, 
son of Dr. Andrew W. Blackwood, has 
provided laymen and ministers with a 
kind of spiritual ‘‘case history” of a man 
with modern problems and their spirit- 
ual solution. The secret of Robertson’s 
success as a preacher, pastor, and citi- 
zen is found in the centrality of Christ 
in his personal life, and the sympathy 
of Christ in his pastoral ministrations. 
His struggle for social justice, against 
prejudices, and for tolerance, afforded 
him ample opportunity for practicing 
the principles of Christian faith and 
Christlike sympathy. 

As a tonic for one’s soul I commend 
this book. WM. EB. CRANE. 

Charleston, W. Va. 


Weis Book Stores 


The Presbyterian Book Stores 
are operated by the Presbyterian 
Committee of Publication as a 
service to the membership of the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S. Any 
book in print may be secured from 
them. Supplies for church and 
Sunday school are handled by 
them, Correspondence about your 
special needs and interests will be 
welcomed. Free catalogs upon re- 
quest. Profits are devoted to the 
Religious Education program of 
the Church. 
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Richmond 9, Va., or Dallas 1, Tex. 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 

Fitzhugh Clark, Millboro, Va., is now 
pastor of the church at Milton, Fla. 

Wm, Hiram Sharpe from Memphis, 
Tenn., to 2207 Hiawatha St., Baton 
Rouge, La. 

F. B. Benton from Barium Springs, 
N. C., to the pastorate of the Oakhurst 
church, Decatur, Ga., 302 E. Lake Drive. 

Wm. C. Bennett from Wilmington, 
N. C., to 1513 17th Ave., Columbus, Ga., 
through September; then, Princeton 
Theological Seminary. 

Frederick W. Lewis from 
ton, N. C., to Bristol, N. H. 

Alvin Smith from Williamstown, 
Va., to Princess Anne, Md. 

Howard T. Bridgman has resigned his 
work in Sumter, S. C., to return to 
China where he served as a missionary 
for more than twenty years. 

Former Chaplain John Rhodes was to 
begin his work as pastor of the Darling- 
ton, S. C., church July 1. 

Charles S. Spencer is leaving Edisto 
Island, S. C., to accept work in Enoree 
Presbytery. 

Leslie H. Patterson, Rockymount, 
Va., the new executive secretary of the 
Synod of South Carolina, has begun his 
work, with his office in the First church, 
Columbia. 

Edward S. Bayless from Sherman, 
Texas, to 408 W. Gaudy, Denison, Texas 
(USA church). 

Jos. E. Fleming, formerly of the 
Cumberland Presbyterian Church, is 
now the pastor of the Decherd, Tenn., 
church. 

Henry M. Bailey from 
Texas, to Eureka, Texas. 

N. R. Beacham from Thomson, 
to 1435 Glenn Ave., Augusta, Ga. 

tmmett Galloway from Lovington, 
New Mexico, to Van Horn, Texas. 

Arthur Sanders from Newland, N, C., 
to Hartford, Tenn. 

B. M. Larson, Oak Ridge, Tenn., is to 
be pastor of the new Presbyterian 
Church which is being organized in 
Coral Gables, Fla. 

D. T. Caldwell from Richmond, Va., 
to 1307 Spring Garden St., Greensboro, 
N. C., 
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MURPHY WILLIAMS DAY 

Presbyterians of Greensboro, N. C., 
were summoned this year to observe R. 
Murphy Williams 79th birthday on June 
24 by contributing generously to the 
proposed Presbyterian Home for the 
Aged, toward the realization of which 
Mr. Williams is leading the way in his 
synod. 


PLATFORM MANAGER 

Albert B. McClure, Valdese, N. C., 
pastor, is serving as platform manager 
at the Montreat conferences this sum- 
mer. 
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MARRIED CUMBERLAND MODERATOR 


Morris Pepper, 37-year-old pastor of © 
Union City, Tenn., was elected modera- 
tor of the Cumberland Presbyterian 
General Assembly which met recently in 
Knoxville, Tenn. 


QUEENS COLLEGE 


Charlotte 7, N. C. 


Russell C. Stroup, First 
Lynchburg, Va., and Louise Wells 
Baker, New York, were married at 
Grace Covenant church, Richmond, Va., 
June 25, with Aubrey N, Brown officiat- 
ing. 
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Queens College in cooperation with 
the churches of Charlotte sponsors an 
interdenominational program of Chris- 
tian leadership training. 


Hunter B. Blakely, President 








Davidson College 
Builds 


® For Citizenship 
® For the Church 
© For Tomorrow 


John R. Cunningham, President 














‘ITI6 Hampden-Sydney College 1947 


} A Christian Liberal Arts College 
! 
With One Hundred and Seventy-Two 


Years of Notable Edueational Service 


Enroll Now for 1948-1949 


Edgar G. Gammon, President, Hampden-Sydney, Va. 


SOUTHWESTERN 
At Memphis 


TWELVE WEEKS SUMMER SESSION, 1947 


First Term, June 9-July 19 
Second Term, July 21-August 30 
hours may be obtained at either 
semester hours at both. 
For further information write: 


THE REGISTRAR 


PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Begin September, January, June or July 

Standard Freshman and Sophomore Courses leading to A. A. or A. S. Degree 
Preparatory: 10th, llth, 12th grades. 

Veterans Refresher. 
Two years Business Administration. 
Private Pilot, Commercial. Instructor Rating. 

Aircraft and Engine Mechanics. 

Apartments available for married students. 

Registration fee $5.00 


Box B-4, Maxton, N. C. 





Six semester 


term or twelve 





Flight: 

















